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NEWS RELEASE
UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON WINS NATIONAL GRANT
TO CREATE "CYBER CAFE" AT NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOL
DAYTON, Ohio- The University of Dayton has won one of just 20 grants nationally to

•

"help narrow the digital divide" by bringing Internet savvy to urban schools and neighborhoods.
UD has received a two-year $80,000 grant from WorldCom and Campus Compact at
Brown University to create what organizers dub a "cyber cafe," an interactive learning
environment complete with computers, educational software, high-speed Internet access, .
instruction and programming, at Patterson-Kennedy International Heritage Academy, 258
Wyoming St.
Around the nation, 164 colleges and universities competed for $5 million worth of grants
awarded through the Making a Civic Investment program. The total value of UD's grant could
reach $200,000, as it's renewable for an additional three years based on performance.
"The projects we are funding were developed by partnerships between community
organizations and local colleges and universities," said Elizabeth Hollander, executive director of
Campus Compact. "As a national coalition of nearly 700 college and university presidents
committed to improving America's communities, we are enthusiastic about this program because it
will help communities raise a generation of students who can not only use technology, but can use
it to improve their own neighborhoods."
The "cyber cafe" is part of the proposed Patterson-Kennedy Family Resource Center at the
elementary school in the neighborhood next to campus. It will serve students, their families and
the residents of Rubicon Park, which includes two of Dayton's poorest neighborhoods. Future
plans include after-school and summer programs for youth and a wellness center for dealing with
such societal problems as inadequate nutrition, smoking, alcohol and drug abuse.
"This project will bridge the growing information divide," said Dick Ferguson, director of
the Institute for Neighborhood and Community Leadership {INCL:UO) at UD. "It's providirig an
on-ramp to the information superhighway for those who are typically barred access."
Miami Valley Hospital is providing hardware, software and technology support for the
project, which will begin in the fall. Staff in UD's Ryan C. Harris Learning Teaching Center are
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exploring the use of a wireless network at the school. Faculty in UD's School of Education and
Allied Professions will work with Patterson-Kennedy teachers to develop technology-enhanced
classroom instruction, especially in local and global citizenship. UD students will become online
tutors and mentors, administer an online Kids Voting program, coordinate an international pen pal
exchange and share their technical expertise. They will use online newspapers to spark discussion
about the upcoming presidential election and the census. After hours, teachers, parents and
neighbors will be invited to use the computers to learn with ~ and even from - their children.
"Once familiar with the Internet's potential, parents will recognize it as a means to improve
their own skills and use Internet resources to pursue information on parenting, health and wellness,
personal interests, career aspirations, employment opportunities and issues of community
concern," Ferguson said. "The new skills will empower adults, including Rubicon Park neighbors
without school children, with information vital to citizenship and civic engagement."
The Patterson-Kennedy Resource Center is the latest initiative in a series of projects in
Rubicon Park sponsored by UD, Miami Valley Hospital, the Fairgrounds Neighborhood
Association, the Brown-Warren Business Association and the Historic South Park Neighborhood
Association. Two weeks ago, UD celebrated the grand opening of the Rubicon House, a
neighborhood center on Brown Street, backed by a $250,000 grant from National City Bank. Two
years ago, UD received a $90,000 grant from the West Philadelphia Improvement Corporation of
the University of Pennsylvania to purchase six computers, invest in faculty development to
integrate special education students into reading classes and involve 125 student tutors and
mentors in various projects at Patterson-Kennedy School. In addition, UD administers Dayton's
AmeriCorps program, Serve with Energy and Talent (SWEAT), that serves in four Dayton
neighborhoods, including Rubicon Park, where members work with the school to decrease truancy. ·
Patterson-Kennedy students are drawn from the surrounding area and throughout Dayton.
Approximately 94 percent of the students' families live below the poverty line. Of the 601
students in grades K-6, 30 percent are enrolled in special education classes.
"This project is about more than the hardware and software," Ferguson-said. "It's about
nurturing human development and responsible citizenship by bridging the technology gap."
For more information about the 20 projects funded, see
http:/ /www.brown.edu/ Administration/News_Bureau/1999-00 /99-119.html or
http:I /www.compact.org.
-30For media interviews, contact Dick Ferguson at (937) 229-4122 or Tom Lasley, dean of
the School of Education and Allied Professions, at (937) 229-3557.

